VII. A4n Account of o prasernavural Bony Sub-
flance found in the Cavity of the Thorax, com-
municated in a Letter tc Dr. Rutty, by My.
William Giffard, Surgeon.

N Tuefday, May the roth, 1726, T opend the
Body of a Perfon, who dy'd the foregoing Day
of a Peripneumonia ; in the right fide of whofe Zhorax
1 found an offeous Subftance about the fourth of an Inch
thick, fix Inchceslong, and three broad, extending it felf
under the third, fourth, fifth and fixth Ribs, clofely and
ftrongly conneced to the Periofteum of the Ribs, and
the Zunica propria of the inner Intercoftal Mufcles, by
Fibres which fhot from a ftrong and thick intervening
Membrane, which clofely adherd to its outer Surface
or Back, and was continu’d over its inner likewife,
thereby forming a Capfula for this praeternatural Sub-
ftance. Its upper Edge lay immediately below, and
was contiguous to that Part of the Ribs, where they be-
come cartilaginous: The Membrane that adherd to,
and coverd it, continu'd thick fome diftance from it,
and gradually grew thinner, and was at length loft in
the Pleura ; from whence I judg’d this extraneous Body
to have been form’d between the two Lamelle of that
Membrane. The Lungs {o ftrongly adherd to its In-
fide, that upon feparating them, part remain’d to it :
Upon cutting into which, T obfervd all the Cells
1uff 'd with a thin, but fomewhat digelted Pas.

Upon farther Enquiry, 1 found on the fame fide. to-
wards the Back, another Subflance, but perfeltly Borne,
wnwvelted as the former, with a flrong and thick Mem-
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brane, and by the Fibres which fhot from it, tied tc
the Body of the Fertebre, and the fourth, filth, fixth
and feventh Ribs, and Intercoftal Mufcles.

Its Back or Qutfide was convex, agreeable to the
concave Surface of the Ribs, which had made In-
dentations on that part of it where they prefs’d : Its
Infide was corcave as the Ribs; the right Lobe of
the Lungs {trongly adhered, part of which for that
reafon remained to it after Separaticn: Its Length was
about {even Inches, Breadth ahont tarec from Edge to
Edge : Its Thicknefs, in fome parts a tnird, in others
a fourth of an Inch. It had, as the fermer, a chick
Membrane running from it, which gradually thinaing
was at length loft in the Plewra ; from whence 1 judge
this extraneous Subftance to have been formed as the
forementioned.

¢ Since Mr. Giffard has not inferted the Particulars
“ of this Gentleman’s Indifpofition, I fhall add, that
« uypon Inquiry, I have fince been inform'd, that he
¢ was troubld for fome Years with a thort Cough,
« which latterly was accompanied with a difficulty
¢ of Breathing, and great Labour in Infpiration ; and
“ fome time after, with a Weight and Pain on the
“ right Side; which Symptoms encreafing more and
“ more, brought on the Peripneumonia, of which he
* died in a few Days. The Rife and Succeffion of
¢ thofe different Symptoms proceed fo naturally
“ trom the Formation and Growth of this prxterna-
 tural Body, as well as the particular part of the
¢ Thorax where it was lodg’d, that it is entirely need-
““ lefs to fay any thing more upon them.
W.Rurry.
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